
Prez Says

The Yolo County Historical Society is pleased 
to honor Merrily DuPree and John Cain as 
recipients of Yolo Philanthropy Award. Merrily 
and John serve as Co-directors of the Hattie 
Weber Museum in Davis.

Merrily is the Museum’s Exhibit Manager, 
bringing history to life through engaging 
displays. She creates exhibits herself and 
helps guide projects by others, making sure 
every story is shared in the best possible way. 
She took over the Hattie Weber Museum after 
Dennis Dingesman passed away and has done 
a remarkable job, keeping the Museum open 
and constantly changing the exhibits for the 
Davis Community.  

John is the Museum’s Collection Manager, 
caring for the artifacts and stories that make 
up our local history. While this is usually a 
full-time job on its own, he also juggles many 
other responsibilities that keep the museum 
running smoothly.

Together, Merrily and John handle everything 
from writing reports and caring for the historic 
WPA Building to coordinating with the City of 
Davis on maintenance needs and organizing 
events that welcome the community into the 
Museum.

They make a great team, and their shared 
dedication keeps the Hattie Weber Museum a 
vibrant part of Davis and Yolo County history!
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Welcome back to our newsletters. The 
fair is over, and it was a great success. 
Everyone is very impressed with our new 
schoolhouse look, and our fair museum. I 
have included some photos in this newsletter 
of the museum. We were able to begin a 
display of the Sugar Queens in Yolo County. 
Thanks to Judy Aubachon for tracking down 
materials and the Archives for giving us some 
information. It does take a village. 

We are updating our membership roster. I 
know some of you would like to have your 
newsletters sent snail mail and others wish 
to have it sent via e mail. Please think about 
what the best way is to receive the news.  
It’s difficult when people say they never 
receive the newsletter and it has been sent 
via mail or email. Remember, if you change 
your email, please let me know so I can 
change it on our roster. You can reach me at 
khwoodland@aol.com.

Just a reminder, that dues are due. 
Hopefully everyone has received an envelope. 
If you have not received one, please let me 
know so I can send one to you. If you have 
not paid by this month, this will be your last 
newsletter. We would hate to lose you. 

We are welcoming two new individuals to our 
board. Ramon Urbano and Ginger Day. Both 
have been members for a long time and are 
committed to preserving history in the county. 
Welcome! 

As Always, 
History Rules!

Kathy Harryman 

DuPree & Cain Honored

mailto:khwoodland%40aol.com?subject=YCHS


2025 Yolo County Fair Display Photos
Kathy Harryman provided these photos from the County Fair Museum.

Museum doorway with 
agricultural implements 
loaned by the California 
Agricultural Museum: A 
rotor tiller and a potato 
planter (blue).

(above) Display case, 
courtesy of Terry Keith, 
showing advertising items 
that were given out to fair 
attendees.  

(right) Sugar Fair Queens – 
from Judy Aubachaon, one 
of our members. Display by 
Kathy Harryman.
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Construction of the Spreckels Sugar Plant – photos taken by Kenneth A. Meserole, the Chief 
Engineer for Western Sugar Refinery (Spreckels Sugar) and loaned to us by his grandson, 
George Boyd, to use for the fair. They will be given to the Yolo County Archives. 

Boy Scouts – display 
by Jenny Lillge.  

Photos of Woodland from 
the Yolo County Archives. 
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The church in Dunnigan – from a group that works with the Native Sons of the Golden 
West to restore the church. Hopefully we will be able to meet out there soon.

This is our display. Kathy highlighted the high school yearbooks throughout the county 
along with several Woodland High School football game programs from the 1950’s, on 
loan from Janet Denny.

There were several other displays that she will include in the future newsletters.  
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THESE WERE THE GOOD OLD DAYS
by Kathy Harryman

Remember when we had a newspaper? 
Remember when in the newspaper, there 
were recipes? 

My mother loved to collect recipes from the 
newspapers in the Bay Area. She cut them 
out and pasted them into used binders. One 
binder is an old Endorsement Book from 
Title Insurance. She pasted the recipes onto 
the binder pages of the book. One page still 
has the Rule of Title Practice on the bottom 
with four cookie recipes at the top. 

She would comment, ‘not bad’ when she tried 
the recipe, or “perfect, good recipe,” or even 
change the recipe; “try with 1 cup sugar and 
1 cup brown sugar instead of 2 cups brown 
sugar.” 

When she passed away, she had a collection 
of six binders filled with recipes all cut out of 
the newspapers. What a kick to go over the 
old binders and read the recipes again and 
see her comments. 

We received a binder donated by Sharon Zinsli 
filled with recipes from different individuals in 
Yolo County. 

The album was made by Tilly Anderson, wife 
of Art Anderson, who lived in the 900 block of 
Third Street, Woodland. These recipes even 
had photos of the cook! 

I thought it would be fun to include some in 
the newsletter. Hope you enjoy.  
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Patrons 2025-26 
Thanks so much to the following for 
supporting the Yolo County Historical 
Society. We could not run this organization 
without your additional help. 
You, also, can be a patron by contributing 
$100 or more. 

Ryan Baum and Alice Wong

Don and Pat Campbell

Odette & Dana Christensen

Katherine Cobb  

Tom Crisp 

Paul Crist & Leila Stone 

Ginger & Bob Day

Karen & David Dumars

Louise Dumars

Mark & Merrily Dupree 

Barbara & John Durst 

Moira Fitzgerald 

Alfred & Kay Graf 

Barbara Graham

Daniel & Sarah Hrdy 

Richard Harrison 

Kathy Harryman

Susan Larkey

Gloria Lopez

Jane Niehues

Claudia & Chuck Owens 

Jane Proctor

Carol Rose 

Tom & Meg Stallard 

Roz Stone 

Mike Truitt Family

Business Buddies
Please support these local businesses. 

They support YCHS.

Corner Drug

Dahlin & Essex, RLA

Legislative Intent Service

Marco Brando

Pleasant Pheasant 

Zamora Hills Ranch Vineyard Venue

Dues are Due
Yearly dues (membership runs from 
7/1 to 6/30)

$25 Household
$50 Business (name in all the 
newsletters)
$100 Patron (name in all the 
newsletters)

We are a 501c3 tax deductible 
organization – ID# 23-7086043
Make out check to Yolo County 
Historical Society. 

Mail to: YCHS
PO Box 1447
Woodland, CA 95776
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